
Urban Planning and Safety  

 Key takeaways from 2023 

Trends and industry opportunities have 
made 2024 the perfect time to advance 
your career in urban planning and safety. 

Job prospects for 2024 look strong as innovations in urban planning 
have created a growing demand for professionals with the skills 
to design sustainably, innovate digitally-enable spaces and create 
engaging infrastructure.  

Shortage of urban and regional planners created opportunities for  
new professionals 
 
Over the past decade there has been a steady increase in the demand for urban and regional planners. However, 
2023 saw a drop in the number of urban and regional planners across Australia. According to an Australia 
Government report, this trend is a new development as the shortage was felt in 2023, but not in 20221. 

This trend presented quite the opportunity for those looking to become urban and regional planners. In 2023 and 
into 2024, a wealth of projects have surfaced across the country that require urban planners, such as increased 
infrastructure in regional centres and transitioning to net zero.2 

Major infrastructure and planning organisations committed to drastically 
reducing emissions by 2030 

The role that the infrastructure sector can play in reducing carbon emissions has been an ongoing conversation 
for many years. However, 2023 saw organisations and bodies outline plans to curb rising greenhouse emissions, 
including the Planning Institute Australia (PIA) and the Australian Government’s Department of Infrastructure. 

The Australian Government committed to reducing overall gas emissions to 43% below 2005 levels by 2030 and 
achieving net zero by 2050, with the largest focus being the transport and infrastructure sectors.3 Additionally,  
PIA has committed to pushing for the planning and infrastructure sector to use 82% renewable power generation by 
20304 to assist with net zero goals. 
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Infrastructure Sustainability Advisor was listed as one of 
the most in-demand roles for 2024. This role includes 
guiding environmental and sustainable practices in 
planning and infrastructure projects5.  

Employment levels in the role Urban and Regional 
Planner are projected to increase by 18.6% in the next 
2 years, rising to 16,200 positions in the sector.12 

 Urban planning and safety  
 at a glance   

Did you know… 

Discover the average salary of 
these in-demand positions  
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Average full time
worker

$1593

$2177

Average regional 
and urban planner

The most valued soft skills when working 
across industries and sectors…11

Average weekly earnings of a regional 
and urban planning positions12

What are the key industries for Health 
and Safety worker?13

Work Health and Safety Managers6  $130K per year    

Work Health and Safety Officers7  $95K per year    

Sustainability Officer8  $95K per year     

Urban Planners9  $93K per year    

Town Planners10  $88K per year   

 ■ Communication 

 ■ Adaptability 

 ■ Critical thinking 

 ■ Project and time management 

1. Public Administration

2. Construction

3. Mining

4. Health care and social assistance

 60%  
of Occupational Health and Safety Advisers live in capital 
cities, with high demand in NSW, VIC and QLD.13 



$120 billion investment in infrastructure means job growth for  
OH&S professionals 

In 2021, he Australian Government committed to a $120 billion investment into infrastructure over the next ten 
years. This investment is designed to drive job growth and meet the needs of the future. This predominantly 
includes nationwide road and transport upgrades, such as light rail and highway funding.14 

Even beyond the infrastructure sector, projects are beginning across Australia that require professionals skilled 
in the integration of safety procedures and environmental advisory.  

Make a difference in any workplace with RMIT’s Graduate Certificate in Occupational Health and Safety 
and Master of Occupational Health and Safety. Designed to open doors to rapidly growing fields like 
occupational hygiene and construction safety, both qualifications will give you the skills to identify, 
prevent and manage risks. The graduate certificate can be undertaken in as little as six months, while  
the masters degree will help you progress to senior management or consultancy.        

 Click here to learn more about the Master of Urban Design    

 Click here to learn more about the Master of Urban Planning and Environment   

Net-zero will be a major consideration for design and development 
professionals for years to come  

The climate crisis has been front-of-mind for many industries in 2023, however none more than 
infrastructure professionals. Australian Design Review identifies that from 2024 going forward, three key 
principles will guide the evolution of the sector: “designing out waste and pollution, keeping products and 
materials in use, and regenerating natural systems”.  

Meeting these goals means new projects for design professionals such as, water-sensitive urban design 
and sustainable energy and resource systems within communities.15  

Collaborate with specialists and non-specialists, and lead projects across the disaster and development 
sector in RMIT’s Master of Disaster, Design and Development. This postgraduate degree is designed 
to give you the skills to explore design as a tool to help resolve complex global challenges, including 
poverty, natural disasters, civil conflict and climate change, alongside world-changing organisations  
such as World Vision International. 

 Click here to learn more about the Master of Disaster, Design and Development  

 What’s next...

What’s next...

https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/graduate-certificates/graduate-certificate-in-occupational-health-and-safety-gc035?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=hyperlink&utm_campaign=industry-snapshot&utm_id=S22024&utm_content=urban-planning-safety-domestic
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/masters-by-coursework/master-of-occupational-health-and-safety-mc282?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=hyperlink&utm_campaign=industry-snapshot&utm_id=S22024&utm_content=urban-planning-safety-domestic
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/masters-by-coursework/master-of-disaster-design-and-development-mc251?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=hyperlink&utm_campaign=industry-snapshot&utm_id=S22024&utm_content=urban-planning-safety-domestic
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Cost of living will present new challenges for urban planning  

Throughout 2023 and into 2024 high inflation and economic pressure has left a strain on Australians housing 
and transport. This has spotlighted the need to elevate the accessibility, productivity and equity of urban 
infrastructure. Beyond housing and transport, public services and amenities that are vital to cities may be a 
catalyst for equitable urban planning in 2024.  

According to KPMG, the challenges of creating more accessible cities during the cost-of-living crisis could 
be solved through further development of public transport infrastructure, “activation of spaces, accessibility 
for citizens, better connections to essential services and employment opportunities” in the coming years. 
These will require a fresh wave of urban planners and innovative minds to accomplish these goals.16  

Shape what’s next for our cities with a Master of Urban Design or a Master of Urban Planning and 
Environment at RMIT. In the Master of Urban Design, you’ll learn in project-based environments, using 
innovative urban design tools alongside practising architects, landscape architects and urban designers. 
Alternatively, the Master of Urban Planning and Environment is accredited by the Planning Institute of 
Australia and will enable you to critically explore the social, economic, and political dimensions of  
urban futures.       

 Click here to learn more about the Master of Artificial Intelligence   

 Click here to learn more about the Master of Urban Planning and Environment 

What’s next...

https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/masters-by-coursework/master-of-urban-design-mc193?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=hyperlink&utm_campaign=industry-snapshot&utm_id=S22024&utm_content=urban-planning-safety-domestic
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/masters-by-coursework/master-of-urban-planning-and-environment-mc221?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=hyperlink&utm_campaign=industry-snapshot&utm_id=S22024&utm_content=urban-planning-safety-domestic
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